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and constitutes only a secondary factor in the cost pric§
of the crop. In those unusual instances when triennial
rotation of crops is practiced, the procedure is as fol-
lows: (a) corn or some other plant requiring weeding,
(&) a cereal, (c) fallow. Other than clearing away the
stubble, and sometimes plowing with a native plow dur-
ing the winter, the Turkish fallow field is not worked.
Dry fanning, inaugurated and applied with such success
on the high plateaus of the United States of America and
in countries with dry summers, is still unknown to the
Turkish farmer.
Why is agriculture in Turkey primitive and undevel-
oped! The real cause is not the lack of possibilities of
natural productivity. The explanation perhaps must be
sought among the following phenomena which are
familiar to all who know the Near East: (a) inherent
conservatism and lack of initiative; (b) traditional con-
tempt for labor, especially certain forms of labor; (c)
insecurity of life and tenure of property; and (d) lack
of steady markets for produce.
'It is a fact that the native of the Levant, at heart,
belongs to the cult of ancestor-worshipers. He accepts
without question the traditions of the elders and allows
his own vision to be bounded by the horizon of Ms fa-
thers. Though some of the most fundamental and far-
reaching reforms have originated in the Near East, these
innovators must be regarded as " sports" and not as
typical representatives of the people from whom they
sprang. Agricultural methods are as crude as they prob-
ably were in the days of the Patriarchs and every sug-
gestion of improvement is stubbornly resisted. It is one
of the anomalies of the character of the native that,
though he is shrewd and calculating in all matters finan-
cial, he will sacrifice, as a rule, his own pecuniary advan-
tage rather than break with tradition and custom. This
unquestionably accounts in a measure for the backward-

